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expected in vain. Besides the main object of New York,
Howe had in contemplation two smaller enterprises, one
to the south for the reduction of the Carolinas, another to
the north for the relief of Quebec". To the command of
the first was appointed General Clinton, to the command
of the second, at a later period, General Burgoyne.

With respect to North Carolina, Mr. Martin, the late
Governor of that province, had endeavoured to raise a
counter-revolution, through the means of the Highland
emigrants and of certain unruly men known by the name
of EEGULATORS * ; but his levies were quickly routed
and dispersed. In South Carolina it was hoped that the
Royal cause might be better supported. General Clinton
arriving off Cape Fear there met a squadron of ships
from England under Sir Peter Parker, having on board
a detachment of troops under Earl Cornwallis. Early in
June this combined force came to anchor off Charleston
Bar. The first object was to reduce Sullivan's Island,
which guarded the entrance of the river, and on which
the Americans had constructed a new fort. A brave
officer, Colonel Moultrie, commanded at this post, while
General Charles Lee was near at hand with a large body
of Militia, having been despatched by Congress to this
district on the first rumours of its danger. Clinton dis-
embarked his men upon a sand-bank called Long Island,
from which he expected to pass over into Sullivan's by a
ford. But he had been grossly deceived by erroneous
soundings, and found to his great mortification the chan-
nel, which was reported to be only eighteen inches, up-
wards of seven feet in depth. Thus the King's forces
were arrested by an impervious gulf at the very time of
action, and at the very place where they had expected to
pass almost dry-shod. The fort on Sullivan's Island
(since from its defender called Moultrie's) was meanwhile
cannonaded by the ships, but their fire was far more
effectually returned, and finally, notwithstanding most
signal gallantry in the conduct of Parker and his captains,

* " The Eegulators had acquired this name from their attempting
41 to regulate the administration of justice in the remote settlements
" in a summary manner subversive of the public peace." (Ramsay's
History of the Kevolution, vol. i. p. 253.)